
  
 Monday, September 13          St. John Chrysostom (“golden tongued”), 
                                                                     bishop, doctor of the Church

   8:30 a.m. Mass  ♦  int. of Gerry & Carol Murphy    

 Tuesday, September 14        EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS (feast)                  
  8:30 a.m. Mass  †  Paul Catling & Jack Harmer   
        

 Wednesday, September 15     Our Lady of Sorrows (Mater Dolorosa)                                                                                           
  8:30 a.m. Mass  †  Faustino & Genoveve Raposo   
  [St. Catherine of Genoa (Catarina de Genova), married woman, mystic]
                             

 Thursday, September 16            St. Cornelius, pope & St. Cyprian, bishop 

 8:30 a.m. Mass   †  Ann Brenner   
 [St. Ninian, bishop, patron of Antigonish diocese]

 Friday, September 17           
 8:30 a.m. Mass  †  Christopher Simon   
 [St. Hildegard of Bingen, Benedictine abbess, mystic, doctor of the Church]
 [St. Robert Bellarmine (Roberto Bellarmino), bishop, religious, doctor of the Church]
 [St. Albert of Jerusalem, bishop, lawgiver of Carmel]

 Saturday, September 18                
  [St. Joseph of Copertino (Giuseppe Desa), Franciscan priest]

 5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)   † Earl LeBrasseur 

 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 19          
  9:00 a.m. Mass  †  Mathew Slak
11:00 a.m. Mass  ♦  people of the parish  

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 12, 2021

Every moment we live, every 
decision and choice we make, 
every good thing we do is our 
most revealing and telling re-
sponse to the question: Who do 
you say I am? Most of us under-
stand all too well where Peter is 
coming from in today’s gospel: 
keep things upbeat and posi-
tive.  But to “think like God” 
is to realize that denying or di-
minishing difficulties and stress 
can be devastating in the end, 
that resurrection is only possi-
ble through taking up our own 
crosses in Jesus’ spirit of charity 
and mercy. 
Only in “denying ourselves” in 
order to imitate the servanthood 
of Christ do we experience the 
true depth of our faith; only in 
embracing his compassion and 
humility in our lives do we en-
able the Spirit of God to renew 
and transform our world in 
God’s life and love. 

-- Dr. Jay Cormier

 
Sunday Collection

September 5  $2,952.00

The Lord God is my help. (Isaiah)
Faith without works is dead. (James)
Who do you say that I am? (Mark)

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?

St. Vincent de Paul
Roman Catholic Church

73 Picton St.
Niagara-on-the-Lake

905/468-7272
st.vincentdepaul@bellnet.ca

www.svdpparishnotl.ca

PASTORAL COUNCIL
The parish Pastoral Council is the place where ministries or services are brought 
forth that are needed for the growth of a living parish community. Each baptized 
parish member remains responsible in his or her own way for the mission of 
the entire parish. The council is not an amalgam of organizations but it is repre-
sentative of the faithful comprising the parish (for instance, age groups, walks of 
life, geographical areas, cultural identities). Besides the pastor, it brings together 
nine (or so) parishioners. There are no “elections;” direct invitation is the pre-
ferred route for choosing the membership. The length of mandate is two years, 
renewable twice; to maintain stability and efficiency, not more than a third of 
the members are replaced within that two-year period.  Essentially, the council 
meets two or three times in the autumn and four or five times in the spring (this 
may vary), and usually the meetings are an hour and a half in length. If you wish 
to be considered for service, please contact Fr. Peter.



NIAGARA REGION 
“LIFE CHAIN” 

Please join the annual Life Chain on Sunday, October 
3 (2:00-3:00 p.m.) as we witness to the sanctity of 
human life. We pray that women will choose life for 
their child, and our country will protect all its citizens 
-- born and unborn. Register by 1:45 p.m. COVID 
protocols will be observed to keep all participants 
safe. There are several locations in Niagara Falls, 
Welland, St. Catharines, Beamsville and Grimsby. 
For more information contact loeffenlife@gmail.com. 

CHURCH WEBSITE
The plan is to update the parish web-
site and make it more appealing, 
while containing the pertinent infor-
mation. Advice is this direction is always welcome! 
Once we have a suitable site in place, it would be 
worthwhile to consider installing a camera in the 
loft for the purpose of recording and downloading 
the Sunday Mass (and other liturgies upon request) 
for those unable to attend in person.

FIRST THURSDAY ADORATION
As Thursday recalls Holy Thursday and the in-
stitution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper, 
it is entirely appropriate to set aside the first  
Thursday of each month for a period of Adoration.
Hence, Adoration of the Holy Eucharist will fol-
low morning Mass, beginning on Thursday,  
October 7.  This period will conclude with Ben-
ediction at 9:50 a.m.  Parishioners are welcome to 
remain for the entire hour or however long they 
are able to stay.

FIRST SATURDAY MASS
& RECONCILIATION

Consultations are underway to introduce an 8:30 
first Saturday morning Mass, to be followed by 
Reconciliation (9:00-10:00). This would com-
mence on Saturday, October 2 and would entail 
having the proper cleaning procedures in place.

SEASON OF CREATION 2021:
"Restoring Our Common Home"

A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, 
filled with your presence and your tender love.
Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,
through you all things were made.
You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth, 
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every creature 
in your risen glory.
Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light you guide this world 
towards the Father's love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts 
and you inspire us to do what is good.
Praise be to you!

Triune Lord,
wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you 
in the beauty of the universe,
for all things speak of you.
Awaken our praise and thankfulness 
for every being that you have made.
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, 
advance the weak,
and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,
to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love, and beauty.
Praise be to you!  Amen.

HOLY LAND COLLECTION
This year, in the midst of the COVID pan-
demic, many of you contributed gener-
ously in your parish collections or by direct 
donations to the Custody of the Holy Land.  

On behalf of the Custos, Fr. Francesco Patton, o.f.m., I 
sincerely thank you for your solidarity and support of 
the pastoral works that benefit our Christian brothers 
and sisters, and for maintaining the Holy Sites of our 
Church.  -- Fr. Robert Mokry, o.f.m.

PARISH PATRONAL DAY: September 27
In this parish, St. Vincent de Paul Day is considered a 
solemnity. A suggestion has been made for a "food for 
the poor" drive for that day. More details to come.



YOUR NEW PASTOR (excerpts from my arrival homily)
Just a bit about me, Fr. Peter Timothy Rowe. I was born on September 10, 1952, the older of two children of 
Don and Joan Rowe. My parents died four months apart, 30 years ago this year, and my younger brother 
Chris four years later.
Family ties to this parish go back to my childhood, as my aunt and uncle, my mother's only sister and her 
husband, (Mary) Eleanor and Charles (Chuck) Graham, settled in town, on Centre St., for over fifty years, and 
there raised my eight first cousins, who are like brothers and sisters to me.  They now have families of their 
own, and I cherish this next generation whom I consider my fourteen "nephews" and one "niece" (some of 
them have families, too).  
I cannot help but think of the parishes and the priests who have impacted my life, particularly the church of 
my baptism and my home parish in Oshawa; the churches of my camping days growing up, in Picton and 
Brighton, Young's Point and Ivy Lea-Rockport, Maynooth and Whiteside, and Parry Sound -- to name a few.
Having begun my journey as a deacon at St. Joseph, Grimsby I was ordained a priest September 29, 1979 
and have since served at St. Denis and St. Alfred before coming to Star of the Sea, my "starter" parish -- to 
be followed by Our Lady of the Scapular, St. Alexander, St. Thomas More, and now St. Vincent de Paul, my 
"post-pandemic parish."  It could be said that God knew from all time that I'd be parish priest in Niagara-on-
the-Lake, but it took me over forty years of priesthood to be ready for this! I consider myself a good friend 
of Fr. Randy, so it makes me happy to hear how much he has been appreciated by you, the people of this 
parish (after all, he succeeded me as pastor of Star of the Sea in 2004).  I am grateful to him and his sister Lori 
for the kindness they've shown me as we prepared for this transition; they've gone out of their way to make 
me feel welcome and to share important information with me.  Know that Fr. Randy is always welcome to 
weddings, baptisms, funerals.  I'm not taking his place as pastor (I could never do that); I'm simply following 
him as pastor, and I'm thankful to God for the privilege to do so. As well, I am grateful to continue to have 
the assistance of Fr. Ron on a regular basis; he's been very generous in his offer to remain active in the parish, 
so know that he's always welcome on any occasion.
The writer William Kirby wrote in 1896, "Niagara is as near Heaven as any town whatever," and reminiscing 
recently on his growing up here, former Lord Mayor and devoted Holy Name man Jim Marino likened it to a 
"sacred treasure, a garden of Eden."
Regardless of location, a parish has only one job: fostering the relationship between God and the parishion-
ers -- and that, of course, involves fostering relationships among parishioners; everything else -- preaching, 
teaching, counselling, feeding the hungry, giving shelter to the homeless, celebrating the sacraments -- is at 
the service of that one job, fostering faith.
I look forward to having Pastoral and Finance Councils to seek advice from; I aim to visit our school and long-
term care facilities; I wish for a thriving C.W.L. and H.N.S., along with outreach to our youth and to the area's 
other faith communities. As I have been anointed with the oil of joy through Ordination, so am I to anoint 
others with the oil of joy.
Dioceses and parishes will need to take a hard look at how the last 16 months have affected people's rela-
tionships to their faith communities. One thing is clear: we have to work on reestablishing desire and rever-
ence for the Eucharist, and we have to draw on parishioners' ingenuity and collaboration to rebuild.
The Church and parish aren't about self-preservation; it's not merely about maintainance; we have to re-
propose the Gospel -- that means proclaiming the Good News as joyful, encountering the joy of the Gos-
pel! We have to give evidence that God is real; in short, we seek a credible Catholicism.
And so, I pray therefore that I can be seen as approachable, with a shepherd's heart. I entrust my ministry 
to St. Joseph, as we bring the Year of St. Joseph to a finish, and with the approaching 200th anniversary of 
this parish.
Ours is a town that's retained the charm of the past, yes, but I do believe that our locality can continue in 
the future to be a cultural and spiritual oasis in a setting of natural beauty.
           -- (Fr.) PTR


